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AN INSPIRING REVIEW 
PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS, 1942-43 





By JosepH Norrie, President 





IN THE PAST YEAR the preoccupation of all the democracies 
with winning the war as speedily as possible has had behind 
it the no less important aim of readjusting society when we 
have won the war. Much thought has already been put into 
devising solutions for such problems as the rehabilitation of 
returned servicemen, the continuation of their interrupted 
training, the increasing demand on library informational 
services, and other problems connected with our slowly crys- 
tallising national plan. 

We know that in New Zealand there is an active Rehabilitation 
Committee, and such matters as deferment of soldiers’ pay have 
been so arranged as to cushion the return of men to civilian life. 
Everywhere there is evidence of a desire for a planned economy and 
those who plan must have access to the best thought which other 
minds are bringing to bear on similar problems. Here is a work 
which may help people to a new use and a fuller appreciation of 
what our libraries can do for them. In Great Britain a Department 
of State has been set up to look after post-war reconstruction. Mr 
W. A. Turner (in the Library World March 1941) points out that 
peace will bring the chance for the public libraries of Great Britain 
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to become organised as never before by correlating hundreds of loose 
parts into a coherent whole. His recommendations include a national 
service, planned co-operation and book services, concentration on 
special collections, co-operative and centralised cataloguing, and 
co-operative distribution of books. He makes the point that there 
remain in Great Britain many places which have failed to make any 
provision out of the rates for the reading necessities of citizens, a 
problem that should have been solved long ago by any civilised com- 
munity. In Scotland the Library Association has considered post- 
war development of public libraries. In a draft memorandum 
(approved Nov. 1941) the limitation of expenditure to a 3d rate 
is stated to be impeding the development of libraries, and the immedi- 
ate passage of a new Public Libraries Act, with compulsory adop- 
tion and implementation, is recommended. In New Zealand the 
maximum is still 2d, and this can mean nothing other than that all 
our planning and all our successes in recent years have failed to 
make the New Zealand public sufficiently conscious of what a library 
ought to be. It is apparent that in every state a national plan is 
necessary, and in that plan libraries can play a very worthy and 
valuable part and take their rightful place as centres of information 
and enlightenment. 


The New Zealand Library Association is now firmly established, 
although its future finance remains in doubt. A programme is 
already planned and partly fulfilled, to be completed when the war 
years are over. Things are not at a standstill in the meantime; 
spade work is being done; some progress is being made towards en- 
suring that all necessary books come into this country and can 
readily be made available wherever they are wanted. There is still 
scope for further planning, for the whole background is changing 
with the rapidily of a motion picture. New Zealand is new and 
under-populated, but it is rapidly developing industrially. What was 
urgent and long overdue before the war has now become immediate 
and vital. The Munn-Barr Report is the forcing-bed out of which 
has grown modern library development in New Zealand. Some of its 
recommendations have been adopted, some have been modified, most 
have received attention. Perhaps the most encouraging sign to-day 
is the restrained but helpful policy which has been adopted towards 
local authorities. State contro] of libraries is a rarity in the coun- 
tries with which we are in closest contact. There are—and should 
be—state libraries; but a completely government-controlled library 
system throughout a territory is not within our immediate prospect. 
Perhaps this is due to the marked influence of general administrations 
to relieve local authorities of the whole financial obligation. By 
providing books at minimum cost the Government will do all it can 
to assist the local authority to perform its duty. I believe we can 
look forward in New Zealand to a period of state-aided progress, 
with, no doubt, insistence upon state inspection and state standards, 
which no competent librarian should be afraid of; but, I hope, with 
complete local autonomy, with individual book selection and those 
other firm roots in the soil which prevent a service from becoming 
impersonal, as a public service so easily can. But here I may 
remark that the borough council may not ultimately prove the most 
satisfactory authority to exercise the local control I have postulated. 

The state cannot do the whole of its job by providing local authori- 
ties with books upon terms. A project which has been near to the 
hearts of many of us for years past is the establishment of a 
national library. A system of libraries, with a national central lib- 


102 

















rary as an important part, would be at least as valuable in times 
of depression as in times of prosperity. It is our responsibility to 
see that we are equipped and ready to do our part in times of de- 
pression, to see that money voted to libraries during such periods 
may be the very means of providing people with bread, won by the 
help of the books we have supplied. We can never place too much 
emphasis on the vocational function of library work; and in that 
the establishment of a national central library will help immeasurably. 


Another reference I have to make is to the chaotic position which 
exists in respect to the libraries of the various Government depart- 
ments. Co-ordination among them is still a mirage. The only con- 
tact which they have with one another, except in a few instances, 
is through their membership of this Association. Perhaps the estab- 
lishment of a national library may do something to clear up a situa- 
tion which reflects credit neither upon the departments nor upon 
ourselves. 


Immediate attention is required on the part of librarians wherever 
located to active assistance to the Army Education and Welfare 
Service. Following on the excellent work already done by the War 
Library Service, in which public libraries have participated, the co- 
operation of libraries and librarians should be extended to the 
A.E.W.S. The educational programme of this service is divided under 
four major heads: First, the understanding of the social structure, 
about which men are trained to think constructively through dis- 
cussion groups. Second, vocational training, which includes techni- 
cal and trade courses (both theory and practical), leading up in 
some cases to special intensified full-time courses of five weeks. These 
are equivalent to a three-year night course at a technical school. 
Third, correspondence courses in a comprhensive list of subjects. 
Prominence is given to agriculture in all its phases, general subjects 
(such as English and mathematics), subjects of special value to 
army work, and trade and technical subjects, such as electricity and 
engineering. Fourth, professional and university courses, where lec- 
ture books and text-books are available to students. 


Mr G. T. Alley’s work for the Forces needs no introduction to 
you. Capt. A. G. W. Dunningham is Liaison Officer between the 
A.E.W.S., the C.L.S. and the N.Z.L.A. Miss E. J. Carnell is 
attached to the Service as first subaltern. Lieut. N. H. Good has 
taken over the Auckland district and Major G. L. Mather has as 
his assistant in charge of library work in the Wellington district 
Sergt. C. R. H. Taylor. Not only have librarians a part to play 
in this service, but library bookstocks are vital. We are not so 
antiquated and narrow in our outlook as to regard the citizen in 
uniform as no longer a citizen, no longer a person who needs the 
help of books. From the point of view of the social equipment of 
the community after the war, that would be suicidal. It is import- 
ant that men on active service should have every opportunity to 
maintain the balance of their lives, and in this books can be a 
major factor. Our books must be made available to the men in 
every branch of the Forces; and their use should be easy, not hedged 
about with restrictions. The Interloan Scheme provides a useful 
framework. Had we been further advanced, peacetime inter-avail- 
ability of borrowers’ cards might have eased the way. It is import- 
ant to the community at large that during this war and after it 
books should no longer have their sphere of usefulness restricted by 
borough boundaries. 
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Briefly, there are five ways in which co-operation between local 

libraries and the A.E.W.S. will be possible: 

(1) Use of the local library’s stock to supply recreational material. 

(2) Regular bulk loans to local camps through A.E.W.S. library 
depots. 

(3) Use of library’s premises for the depot. 

(4) Free enrolment of troops stationed in town as borrowers at 
the public library. 

(5) Help of the librarian and staff in National Patriotic book 
drives and other means of raising donations of books and 
periodicals. 


Let us look now for a moment at the potentialities of this instru- 
ment. It is no less than an organisation for adult education, some- 
thing for which this country has been crying out for years. Should 
it simply cease to function when the war is over? Does it not ful- 
fil a function which nothing else fulfils in our civilian as in our 
wartime economy? May it not be the nucleus of a new and valu- 
able organisation of a permanent kind? The techniques which will 
have been worked out by the end of the war will be well worthy 
of study for our own library purposes, and the Service’s approach 
to those it aims at reaching will exert influence upon our own 
approach to library readers in the future. 

In an interesting and valuable report on the public library system 
of Great Britain Mr Lionel R. McColvin, City Librarian of West- 
minster, brings forward proposals which should receive wide currency 
in New Zealand. One aspect of library work in particular merits 
attention. The Munn-Barr Report recommended a _ subsidy for 
country libraries, development of urban and rural libraries, regional 
grouping of libraries and a national library for the Dominion, these 
being considered to constitute together the best means of providing 
a full library service throughout the country. Instead of a subsidy 
for country libraries the Government has established the Country 
Library Service, whose work is of a high order and fulfils the 
recommendations made in every respect better than a subsidy could 
have done. Development also has moved rapidly towards the estab- 
lishment of a national library, and only the beginning of the war 
held up operations. It is believed that the establishment of a national 
library may not be deferred too long after the war is over. 


The Munn-Barr Report on the development of urban and rural 
libraries and regional grouping of libraries falls short of what Mr 
McColvin has recommended for Great Britain. There the unit of 
local government is proving itself as unsatisfactory as here, although 
it must be admitted that in Great Britain many municipalities are 
able and willing to provide from their own funds more or less ade- 
quate, if isolated, library services. The establishment of county lib- 
raries has eased the situation to a great extent, but has not reduced 
the multiplicity of library authorities. Mr McColvin comes to a 
conclusion which might well be considered in New Zealand, that the 
local authority is not necessarily the best unit of library service, 
and he points out the undoubted advantages of area government: 
that financial support is simplified, that the expenditure of an area 
could be better correlated to its means, and so on. Regarding units 
of control, each to be managed by a joint committee consisting of 
representatives of local authorities concerned, Mr McColvin stipulates 
that all authorities shall be represented; that the representatives 
shall be able and willing to play a part in the scheme as a whole 
and not regard their functions as parochial; that all powers under 
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the Libraries Acts should be delegated to the joint committee, in- 
cluding the power to apply for the authority’s contribution to the 
joint fund; and that the constitution of the joint committee must not 
effect the virtual taking over of the smaller authorities into a larger 
scheme controlled by the one largest authority. 

It cannot be denied that with some notable exceptions local authori- 
ties in New Zealand have proved themselves quite unable to provide 
adequate library servives. In many cases the will has been absent, 
and in most the financial burden of providing has been too big for 
units of the small size of the average borough council. It seems 
possible that Mr McColvin’s proposals for a larger unit may re- 
ceive the support of the English Library Association, and ultimately 
be translated into fact. This is one of those post-war problems on 
which we should set our eyes in order to learn what lessons we 
can. 

Assuming that we have decided what we ought to do (and that 
decision is our immediate task), the means by which we are to do 
it will need almost as much attention. Books are only one way of 
transferring thought, experience and impressions from one person to 
another. New ways are being devised and improved all the time. 
I suggest that such activities as film displays, wireless talks, dis- 
cussion groups, play-reading circles, music recitals and art shows 
are worth-while for their own sakes. They are merely other methods 
of spreading knowledge, and are appropriate and desirable activities 
for a public library, which in the future should be designed to 
accommodate them all. The public library will soon be incomplete 
without a roomy, comfortable auditorium, fitted with modern film 
projection apparatus, and several rooms of smaller dimensions where 
groups may meet for literary and cultural activities. 

These ideals are not incapable for achievement, although we in 
New Zealand are a pace behind. Here in Wellington, many of these 
developments were in full swing before the war broke out. The 
war has checked extension and has made inroads on services more 
purely of a library character. When peace returns it will be our 
duty to ensure that work which has been brushed aside in the inter- 
ests of self-preservation shall be resumed and developed in the inter- 
ests of a fuller cultural and economic life. 

It was during the last war that the Carnegie United Kingdom 
Trust called for its report on library policy. This played its part 
in preparing the way for the act of 1919, which abolished the 
penny maximum rate and gave public library work perhaps its first 
real impetus. The Library World (Oct. 1942) recalls that “in the 
even darker war-days of 1917 (against many protests from our 
official myopes), the Library Association held a severe business con- 
ference at Caxton Hall and there laid down the programme of lib- 
rary development which has done more to advance libraries than 
any conference in the past half-century.” I cannot but believe that 
there are similar opportunities to be won from the difficulties which 
we are now experiencing. The future of public libraries is some- 
thing of vital importance in the shaping of a new world. When the 
public in general recognise this one important fact it will be easier 
to look hopefully to the future. 
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ANNUAL REPORT AND BALANCE SHEET 
FOR YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 1942 


AT IT’S ANNUAL MEETING in February 1942 the Association 
emphasized the vital need for libraries, even in times of 
national emergency. It was held that national efficiency and 
morale depended—among other things—on the provision of 
books and other printed material, and this in turn on 
properly equipped libraries with trained personnel. Those 
concerned with the administration of the Association have 
taken the view that its most useful function now is to give 
what help is possible to libraries in meeting the many difh- 
cult situations (and opportunities) which the war has 
brought. Such help has been given in several ways. The 
work of the Association has been mainly that of maintaining 
the essential parts of the programme adopted earlier. 


Women Librarians and National Service.—The loss of men to the 
armed forces made it necessary to try to stop trained women librar- 
ians from being directed to other work without due consideration of 
the importance of their library work. An approach was made to 
the Minister of National Service by the Association, and as a result 
the District Man Power Officers have been instructed that, failing a 
marked deterioration in the war situation, experienced women library 
assistants should not be transferred from their employment. 


Training for Librarianship.—A start was made early in the year 
by E. J. Carnell, Liaison Officer, on the preparation of correspond- 
ence courses covering the syllabus of instruction in librarianship 
printed in NEW ZEALAND LIBRARIES in December 1941. In August the 
course was launched with 42 students and six tutors. Training has 
been a matter of deep concern for the Association since its 1911 con- 
ference, and the Council is very glad to announce that the course has 
now begun. The course for the Children’s Librarian’s Certificate has 
continued. Dorothy M. Neal has completed the notes for Part II, 
and she has set and maintained a high standard. 


War Library Service—During the year members of the Associa- 
tion, both institutional and personal, helped the work begun in 1939 
of providing books for the armed forces. Increased mobilization made 
it necessary for a more closely knit system of library service to be 
put in operation and the library division of the Army Education 
Welfare Service was begun late in the year. This, it is hoped, will 
give the fullest possible service to all branches of the armed forces. 
Libraries will be relieved by the A.E.W.S. of a great deal of the 
detail work, but will have full opportunities to help by loans of 
books, by reference facilities, and in other ways. 


Union List of Serials——One of the most important events of the 
year was the publication in December of the Check list of serials in 
New Zealand libraries, compiled by John Harris. This is the first 
step in the compilation of a union list of serial publications. It gives 
a standard list of all publications known to be held in the country, 
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together with cross references, changes and irregularities in serial 
numbering, and other details needed to establish identity or complete- 
ness of holdings. The sincere thanks of the Association are due to 
Mr Harris for the compilation of this check list, as well as to mem- 
bers of his staff and to the Council of the University of Otago. It 
now remains for libraries in New Zealand to check their holdings 
of serials by the list and to co-operate in filling gaps in their stock. 
As the best immediate contribution to national interests it has been 
decided to proceed with the compilation of a Union List limited to 
scientific and technical subjects. 


New Zealand Book Resources.—Another important co-operative 
project has been the checking by the principal public and university 
libraries of booklists on scientific and technical subjects. Gaps re- 
vealed in stock are being filled as far as possible by purchase by 
the Country Library Service. 


Index to N.Z. Periodicals—The indexing of New Zealand periodi- 
cals has gone on, although unfortunately hampered by many changes 
in the personnel of the committee. The 1941 annual index and the 
indexes for Jan.-Mar. and Apr.-Sep. 1942 were published during the 
year. 


Union Catalogue.—A blow to the union catalogue project was re- 
ceived in June, when the Carnegie Corporation of New York cabled 
to the Secretary that it was impossible to obtain a camera and that 
shipping space was not available for catalogue cards and typewriters. 
Luckily this does not mean that the union catalogue is indefinitely 
postponed. Lists of accessions are being sent in regularly. A great 
encouragement was the news received in August of the publication 
in book form of the Library of Congress catalogue, approximately 160 
volumes of 640 pages each. An order was immediately placed for 
this, and in December information was received that the first four 
volumes had been despatched. 


American Technical Periodicals.—Census regulations in the United 
States prohibit certain technical publications from being sent outside 
America. To prevent any gaps in the holdings of libraries, the 
Association approached the American Library Association asking 
it to arrange storage space for the periodicals affected. 


Libraries and Information.—At the request of Council the Director 
of the Country Library Service agreed in 1942 to make the Reference 
Section of the C.L.S. available as a clearing house for enquiries 
not satisfied through ordinary interloan channels. The nucleus of 
the union catalogue now housed at the C.L.S. should help in find- 
ing an increasing number of needed books. The Director of the 
C.L.S. has also agreed to make the Request service available, for ~ 
strictly informational purposes, to any library in New Zealand and, 
in the event of the local library refusing to act as intermediary, to 
give a direct service to any serious enquirer. 


Publications on Civilian Defence—A request was made to the 
Minister of National Service that all printed material giving infor- 
mation on civilian defence and allied subjects should be sent free 
to public libraries. Copies of the Civilian defence bulletin and several 
other publications have been sent to the Association for distribution 
with NEW ZEALAND LIBRARIES. 
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Membership.—The number of members at 31 December 1942 (com- 
pared with 1941) is shown below: 


1941 1942 
Hon. life members ..... soils aii 4 4 
Institutional members = ww. 183 188 
Ordinary members .... sik os 2 177 
Affiliated institutions mains we gy 9 


Staff—Joy E. Phillipps resigned from the staff at the end of July. 
Doreen G. Bibby was appointed Secretary from 21 Feb. for a period 
of twelve months. 


EXTRACTS FROM COMMITTEE REPORTS 


BULLETIN. Convener, E. J. Carnell. NEW ZEALAND LIBRARIES has 
been reduced to 16 pages for each ordinary monthly issue, but the 
Council has authorized the editor to increase size to 24 pages four 
times a year. The index to vol. 5 was prepared by students taking 
the course of training for the General Library Certificate. The Hon. 
Editor (E. J. Carnell) resigned in Dec., and G. H. Scholefield was 
appointed by the Central Executive Committee as acting Hon. Editor. 


CENTRAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF COUNCIL. President, 
J. Norrie. The Committee has met ten times to consider questions 
which could not be attended to by the Hon. Secretary or deferred for 
a full Council meeting. The opinion of Council was sought by 
postal ballot whenever possible. 


INDEX TO N.Z. PERIODICALS. General Editor, N. Gordon. 
Three issues have appeared since the last report. Eleven titles have 
been added during the year, the total number of journals now indexed 
being 44. At present there are 46 subscribers, some taking more than 
one copy. The majority are public, university and special libraries 
and government departments. There are also 10 overseas subscribers. 
The H. W. Wilson company has sent for a copy for annotation and 
inclusion in Library literature; and the All-Union Lenin Library, 
Moscow, has requested the Index on an exchange basis. 


LIBRARY LEGISLATION. Convener, C. S. Perry. The Legisla- 
tion Committee was commissioned by the Central Executive to pre- 
pare amendments to the rules regarding notification of appointment 
of delegates. This was done by T. D. H. Hall and approved by the 
Committee by postal ballot. 


LIBRARY TRAINING. Convener, G. T. Alley. On the recommen- 
dation of the Liaison Officer, this committee conducted postal ballots 
and submitted its recommendations to Council for approval. These 
covered machinery for administering the training courses, such as 
exemption from the reading course, payment of fees and hire fees 
for long-period loans of the Association’s books. On the recom- 
mendation of the Committee, Council approved the appointment as 
tutors for Part I of the General Training Course of J. Barr, A. M. 
Blackett, C. W. Collins, A. G. W. Dunningham, and W. J. Harris; 
and approved as reserve tutors E. D. Bryant, E. B. Ellerm, A. K. 
Elliot. It was found necessary to ask Miss Elliot to act. The num- 
ber admitted to the Children’s Librarian’s course in 1942 was three. 
Three who were admitted at the end of 1941 have made a fresh 
start. The total number now taking the course is 11. 
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N.Z. BOOK RESOURCES. Convener, G. T. Alley—The main 
work has been arranging for checking by libraries of their stock 
against printed lists supplied. The committee decided that an attempt 
should be made to get New Zealand coverage first of scientific and 
technical books. Libraries have co-operated well and the Country 
Library Service has ordered 1,921 volumes to the value of £1,103 
sterling from titles which were shown not to be in any main New 
Zealand library. Owing to the impossibility of shipping from the 
U.S.A., microfilming of New Zealand catalogues as a basis for the 
union catalogue has been postponed. However, the printed catalogue 
of the Library of Congress, a set of which the Association has 
ordered, will be a very valuable aid in compiling a _ national 
union catalogue. A modification in the procedure for interloan was 
adopted during the year, resulting in the speeding up of finding 
needed books. The pink card can now be forwarded in an unsealed 
envelope from library to library instead of each reporting back to 
the borrowing library. In cities where there is more than one 
library the first will telephone to the others before posting on to 
another town. 

During 1942 the Centra] Bureau for Library Book Imports has re- 
commended for special license orders to the value of £9,386/17/-, as 
compared with £10,128 for 1941. Twenty-eight libraries (an increase 
of 3 from 1941) have obtained recommendations for special license. 
Applications for fiction periodicals and books are still being refused, 
but the number of such items has been less than ‘in previous years. 
Libraries are co-operating well in notifying accessions to the Bureau 
and some 9,000 new entries have been added to the union catalogue 
during the year. In view of the exceedingly difficult conditions 
covering importation of books it has not been possible to explore 
ways and means of centralizing book purchase. 

The Book Resources Committee, having in mind its function to 
strengthen, co-ordinate and exploit the book resources of the Domin- 
ion, is keenly interested in the development of library service to 
the armed forces and will make recommendations to Council for the 
fullest possible help by New Zealand libraries to the Army Educa- 
tion Welfare Service library. 


UNION LIST OF SERIALS. Convener, J. Harris. The Check 
List has been completed, including supplement, introduction, etc. 
The size is-rather larger than anticipated—over 360 pages, foolscap, 
mimeographed. Entries from a number of special libraries which 
have unsuspected strength have already been received too late for 
inclusion. The completion of a Union List limited to scientific and 
technical subjects decided on at the last annual meeting should go 
ahead for two main reasons: 

(1) The list in its present form is apt to mislead those who use 
it as a finding list. It is not nearly complete, and is intended 
for checking purposes. 

(2) There is a relatively great and growing use of scientific and 
technical literature, and in the national interest the Association 
should provide the requisite tools, 

The List is only a beginning. Its purpose is to help libraries list 
their serials for inclusion in a full Union List. This initial step 
should be followed up as rapidly as possible. It is the biggest com- 
pilation ever achieved by the Association and will bring the esteem 
of those most important to librarians—scientists, scholars, technic- 
ians of all kinds. 
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No new work was done during the year by the committees on 
Hospital Libraries, Librarians’ Salaries, Conditions and Qualifica- 
tions, and Translators. 


BRANCHES AND SECTIONS 


AUCKLAND BRANCH. Hon, Secretary, M. Peat. Under pre- 
vailing conditions branch activities have been practically suspended. 
At a general meeting on 10 Oct. the film “The Newcomes” was 
screened. K. Buchanan was appointed by the indexing committee 
for N.Z. periodicals in place of Laura Dromgool. Membership is 25. 


CANTERBURY BRANCH. Hon. Secretary, M. H. Broadhead. A 
qiuet year. There have been no general meetings. We regret to 
record the death of M. T. Ennis, Deputy Chairman. Her loss was 
felt severely, both at the Canterbury Public Library (where she was 
senior assistant) and by the branch (of which she had been an active 
member). Early in the year G. L. O. Jeffreys left to be librarian 
at Rotorua; Pamela Marshall resigned as _ secretary-treasurer in 
August on her departure for Auckland University College Library, 
and her successor, Priscilla Taylor, has now resigned on appointment 
(Jan, 1943) as librarian at Tauranga. New members co-opted are: 
Inez Pinwill, Ella Stark, and Margaret Broadhead. The Hospital 
Library Service has been active, books being supplied to nine hos- 
pitals. This committee lost two conveners (G. L. O. Jeffreys and 
Pamela Marshall). The work is being continued under Fay Pearless 
(Canterbury University College Library). The branch has made 
arrangements for the film “The Newcomes.” 


OTAGO BRANCH. Hon. Secretary, N. M. Mercer. Four general 
meetings were held. Officers elected: Chairman, N. Gordon; hon. sec- 
retary, L. McKenzie; committee, M. Black, A. G. W. Dunningham, J. 
Harris, N. M. Mercer, D. M. Neal; branch correspondent, M. H. Wat- 
son. Linda McKenzie resigned in July on appointment as assistant 
librarian at Canterbury College Library. Ngaira Mercer was elected 
secretary, and Betty Randle was co-opted to the committee. Mem- 
bership: Personal, 18; institutional, 8. 


WELLINGTON BRANCH. Chairman, A. Woodhouse. Officers 
elected: Chairman, A. Woodhouse; hon. secretary, F. L. Lawrence; 
committee, G. M. Beardsley, G. Bell, M. Brown, M. Campbell, J. Mc- 
Laughlin. A meeting was held at the new premises of the Country 
Library Service. Mr Alley, Director, described the service and mem- 
bers inspected the building. The following members are now serving 
in the armed forces: N. H. Buchanan and H. Lorimer (Country 
Library Service) ; Dorothy Good, J. Gully, K. Mawson, H. D. Erlam, 
W. J. R. Scollay (Wellington Public Libraries); Margaret Webster, 
J. O. Wilson, I. K. McGregor and R. A. Barber (General Assembly 
Library). 

No reports from Schools’ Section, and University and Research 
Section. 


Acknowledgments.—The Council wishes to thank the Carnegie Cor- 
poration of New York for its continued help; the compiler of the 
Check List of Serial Publications (W. J. Harris); the Council of 
the University of Otago; the General Editor of the Index to New 
Zealand periodicals (N. Gordon); the branch secretaries; the train- 
ing tutors; conveners of standing committees and all officers and 
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members of the Association for co-operation during a difficult year. 








Work for 1943.—The following projects are commended to the in- 


coming Council: 


(1) Active support in every possible way of library service to the 
armed forces. 


(2) The continuance of both training schemes. 


(3) Checking and preparation of Union List of Serials in Scien- 
tific and Technical subjects. 


(4) Furtherance of the work of the N.Z, Book Resources Commit- 
tee 
(a) in checking library holdings by lists of books 
(b) in recommending for purchase to the Country Library Ser- 
vice all marginal material as in 1942. 


(5) The adoption by Council of a policy concerning library per- 
sonnel (to be submitted to the National Service Department if 
the situation warrants). 


JOS. NORRIE, President. 
G. T. ALLEY, Hon. Secretary. 
DOREEN G. BIBBY, Secretary. 
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FIFTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT 


The fifteenth Annual Meeting was held in the Alexander Turn- 
bull Library, Wellington, on Friday, 26 February 1943. There were 
43 persons present, representing 58 votes. Mr J. Norrie, F.L.A., 
President, occupied the chair. 

Apologies.—The following apologies were received: A. K. Elliot 
(Timaru), D. M. Neal (Dunedin), W. C. Prosser (Rangiora), J. J. 
Scott (Wanganui), H. C. D. Somerset (Feilding), and W. S. Wauchop 
(Wellington). 

Annual Report.—On the motion of K. N. Buttle, seconded by A. M. 
Blackett, the report of the Council for the year ended 31 December 
1942 was adopted. 

Balance Sheets.—On the motion of G. H. Scholefield, seconded by 
A. L. Low, the statements of receipts and payments, assets and lia- 
bilities, for the year were confirmed. 

Nomination of Delegates——On the motion of C. S. Perry, seconded 
by M. S. Fleming, the following resolutions were carried: 

THAT rule 35 (c) be amended by omitting subclause (ii) and 
substituting the following subclause: (ii) In order that an in- 
stitutional member may exercise through delegates its full rights in 
the election of ordinary members of the Council it may at any 
time appoint the delegate or delegates to which it is entitled under 
these rules and by which it will be represented at the annual meet- 
ing or any prior general meeting of the Association. Such appoint- 
ment shall be communicated to the Honorary Secretary-Treasurer 
in writing, signed by the authorised executive officer of the member 
or of any committee or other organ to whom it has delegated the 
power of appointment. Any delegate so appointed, whose un- 
revoked appointment is in the hands of the Honorary Secretary- 
Treasurer before the day of the closing of nominations, shall be 
eligible for election as an ordinary member of the Council. Any 
such delegate may also nominate any eligible person or persons for 
election. 

That Rule 39 be amended: (a) by inserting at the beginning 
of sub-clause (ii) the words “Unless the appointment of delegate 
or delegates has already been communicated pursuant to Rule 35 
(c).” (b) By adding at the end of sub-clause (ii) the words “and 
shall be in writing signed by the authorised executive officer of the 
member or of any committee or other organ to whom it has dele- 
gated the power of nomination.” 

On the motion of N. Gordon and C. H. Gosset it was resolved: That 
the hon, editor, E. J. Carnell, be congratulated on the standard main- 
tained by NEW ZEALAND LIBRARIES during the past year and the leader- 
ship given in its columns. 

On the motion of J. Harris and G. L. O. Jeffreys it was resolved: 
That we consider it desirable for Council to hold at least one meet- 
ing a year other than those held at the time of the annual meeting. 

Election of Officers—The election of officers for the year 1943-4 
then took place. (Full list in this issue.) 

Army Education and Welfare Service—The following report, 
through Council, of the N.Z. Book Resources Committee was adopted 
on the motion of G. T. Alley, seconded by K. N. Buttle: The Com- 
mittee recommends that each member library of the Association give 
favourable consideraticn to helping the A.E.W.S. in any or all of the 
following ways: By granting Reference facilities for answering ques- 
tions, request service, interloan, bulk loans and, where possible, free 
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membership to members of armed forces. (It is realized that all 
these ways of help are not possible in all libraries.) The Commit- 
tee commends the continuance of book drives and recommends that 
all members, instituticnal and personal, be asked to help in every 
way, particularly in the work of collecting, sorting and forwarding 
books. 

Votes of Thanks.—On the motion of G. H. Scholefield, seconded by 
E. Melville, votes of thanks were carried to the Turnbull Library for 
providing accommodation for the meeting and to the outgoing offi- 
cers for their services in the past year. 

Investiture of President—At the conclusion of the meeting, the 
new President, Miss E. Melville, was invested with the presidential 
badge by the retiring President. 


OFFICERS, 1943-44 


Patron: RT. HON. P. FRASER, Prime Minister. 
President: MISS E. MELVILLE (Auckland). 
Immediate Past President: J. NORRIE (Wellington). 
Vice-Presidents: J. BARR (Auckland), W. J. GAUDIN (Welling- 
ton), G. H. SCHOLEFIELD (Wellington), J. J. SCOTT (Wanga- 

nui), C. R. H. TAYLOR (Wellington). 

Council: A. M. BLACKETT (Wanganui), C. W. COLLINS (Christ- 
church), A. G. W. DUNNINGHAM (Wellington), A. K. ELLIOT 
(Timaru), M. S. FLEMING (Wellington), W. J. HARRIS 
(Dunedin), D. M. NEAL (Dunedin), C. S. PERRY (Wellington). 

Hon, Secretary-Treasurer: G. T. ALLEY (Wellington). 
Hon. Editor: G. H. SCHOLEFIELD (Wellington). 

Hon, Counsel and Hon. Solicitor: J. O'SHEA (Wellington). 
Hon. Auditor: B. O. PETERSON (Wellington). 
Secretary: DOREEN G. BIBBY, C/o. Country Library Service, 
Private Bag, Wellington. 


COMMITTEES 

Bulletin: G. H. Scholefield (convener), C. S. Perry, E. J. Carnell, 
M. G. Campbell, W. A. Lindsay. 

Central Executive Committee of Council: Wellington members of 
Council and any other members of the Council who may be in 
Wellington when a meeting is being held. 

Index to N.Z. Periodicals: N. Gordon (convener), K. Buchanan, N. 
Mercer, J. Monro, A. S. Wickens. 

Librarians’ Salaries, Conditions and Qualifications: M. S. Fleming 
(convener), one member each to be nominated by the Auckland, 
Canterbury, and Otago Branches, and two members by the Wel- 
lington branch. 

Library Legislation: C. S. Perry (convener), G. T. Alley, W. J. 
Gaudin, T. D. H. Hall, E. Melville, G. H. Scholefield. 

Library Training: W. J. Harris (convener), J. Barr, E. J. Carnell, 
C. W. Collins, A. G. W. Dunningham, A. K. Elliot, D. M. Neal. 

N.Z. Book Resources: G. T. Alley (convener), J. Barr, C. W. Col- 
lins, A. G. W. Dunningham, J. Harris, J. Norrie, G. H. Schole- 
field, C. R. H. Taylor. 

Union List of Serials: W.J. Harris (convener), M. L. Brown, C. W. 
Collins, A. D. Cunningham, L. McKenzie, H. G. Miller, F. A. San- 
dall, G. H. Scholefield. 

The President and Hon. Secretary are ex officio members of all com- 
mittees set up for the year 1943-4. 
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